
Is there (or will 

there be) a 

contract with the 

Data Subject? 

Is the Processing 

necessary for 

this contract? 

Is the Processing 

necessary to 

comply with a 

legal obligation? 

Is the legal 

obligation clearly 

defined? 

Is the Processing 

necessary to 

protect 

someone’s life? 

There are no 

other ways to 

protect their life 

without the 

Processing 

Is the Processing 

necessary for 

public or official 

tasks?  

Are these tasks 

clearly defined in 

law? 

Should Data 

Subjects be able 

to decide 

whether the 

Processing takes 

place? 

Do legitimate 

interests exist 

that the 

Processing 

allows you to 

pursue?  

Can the 

Processing be 

fully justified? 

Assess other 

lawful bases 

The ‘public 

interests’ legal 

basis may be 

appropriate 

Assess other 

lawful bases 

The ‘contract’ 

legal basis may 

be appropriate 

Assess other 

lawful bases 

The ‘legal 

obligation’ legal 

basis may be 

appropriate if 

The Processing 

is required, and 

there isn’t a way 

to continue 

without it 

Assess other 

lawful bases 

The ‘vital 

interests’ legal 

basis may be 

appropriate if 

The Data 

Subject is unable 

to provide 

consent for the 

Processing 

Can the Data 

Subject choose 

freely whether or 

not to consent? 

Assess other 

lawful bases 

The ‘consent’ 

legal basis may 

be appropriate if 

Processing is not 

a condition of the 

Data Subject 

being provided 

with a service 

Is the Processing 

necessary for 

public or official 

tasks? 

Assess other 

lawful bases 

The ‘legitimate 

interests’ legal 

basis may be 

appropriate 
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