
















https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-57411363

I was told boys will be boys and 

asked multiple questions when I 

spoke to a head of pastoralé It 

is seen that my grades is more 

important than anything else 

and comments from pupils 

shouldnôt be ignored by staff but 

are. Students who commit these 

acts such as leaking nudes are 

not dealt with and the victim 

harassed for sending them 

underage



http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/44216/

https://www.blackpoolsafeguarding.org.uk/assets/uploads/resources/For%20P
rofessionals/Sexting%20-
%20An%20Exploration%20of%20Practices,%20Attitudes%20and%20Influenc
es.pdf

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmwomeq/91/9102.
htm

http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/44216/
https://www.blackpoolsafeguarding.org.uk/assets/uploads/resources/For Professionals/Sexting - An Exploration of Practices, Attitudes and Influences.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmwomeq/91/9102.htm
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Methodology- visits
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Á32 visits completed: 14 state-funded schools, 14 ISI-inspected 
independent schools, 2 Ofsted-inspected independent schools and 2 
FE colleges.
ÁThe criteria for selection included:
ÁSchools where concerns had been reported, either through 
complaints made to Ofsted, regional intelligence or Everyoneôs 
Invited
ÁDifferent type: 2 primaries, 2 colleges, all -throughs; maintained, 

academies, independent and faith schools were included
ÁRecency of inspection
ÁGeographical spread



Methodology: other information/evidence
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ÁAnalysis of 801 questionnaires about 
pupils views about frequency and level 
of sexual abuse and whether it is reported 
completed by years 9, 10, 13

ÁFocus group discussions with 12 local 
safeguarding partnerships

ÁAnalysis of 2000+ Everyoneôs Invited 
testimonials, with detailed textual 
analysis of a 10% sample

Á2 parent focus group discussions, one 
Ofsted, one ISI and a focus group 
discussion with groups that support 
victims and survivors

ÁReview of Ofsted and ISI training, Ofsted 
and ISI inspection evidence bases and 
how Ofsted and ISI handle complaints 
about schools and colleges referring to 
sexual abuse

ÁMeetings with reference group sub-groups 
including representatives from police, 
health, ADCS, teacher unions, independent 
schools, academics and victims groups

ÁLiterature review

ÁPost visit survey



Frequency of sharing of images by children

Ofsted review of sexual abuse in schools (2021):

ÁOn our visits, girls told us that sexual harassment and online 
sexual abuse, such as being sent unsolicited explicit sexual 
material and being pressured to send nude pictures 
(ónudesô), are much more prevalent than adults realise. 

ÁFor example, nearly 90% of girls, and nearly 50% of boys, 
said being sent explicit pictures or videos of things they did 
not want to see, happens a lot or sometimes to them or their 
peers.
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Frequency of sexual harm online
Survey of 800 children: the following behaviours happen óa lot or 

sometimesô between children their age (13 years plus)

ÁBeing sent pictures or videos they do not want to see (88%)

ÁBeing under pressure to provide sexual images of themselves (80%)

ÁHaving videos or pictures that they sent being shared more widely 

without their knowledge or consent (73%)

ÁBeing photographed or videoed without their knowledge or consent 

(59%)

ÁHaving pictures or videos of themselves that they did not know about 

being circulated (51%)
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Survey of 800 children aged 13 and over

Things that happen a lot or sometimes Boys % Girls %

Unwanted touching 24 64

Feeling pressured to so sexual things they do not 
want to do

27 68

Sexual assault of any kind 38 79

Unwanted or inappropriate sexual comments 55 80

Rumours about sexual activity 53 81
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Sexist name calling was common

ÁFor boys 74% said this was 
ócommonô or óhappened 
sometimesô

Á92% of girls said this was 
ócommonô or óhappened a lotô

ÁChildren told us sexualised 
language- terms such as óslagô 
or óslutô were common as was 
homophobic language

ÁSome staff dismissed this as 
óbanterô or were not prepared 
to tackle it
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HMCI speech at the ADCS conference 9 
July 2021
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Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǎƘƻŎƪƛƴƎΣ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ 
surprising. Everyone knew that sexual 
harassment and online sexual abuse was 
happening to young people ςbut the sheer 
scale is appalling. Even more so, that so many 
children ςespecially girls ςfeel they have to 
accept this behaviour as part of normal life, 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΦΩ
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Speaking out

There are various reasons why children and young people do not 
talk to adults about these issues:
× it is so commonplace no point in reporting
× they feel that nothing will be done
×and/ or lack information about what will happen next 
×they worry about personal reputational damage and social 

consequences 
×they worry about the reaction from adults and they worry about 

what would happen next 
Even when schools are proactively encouraging pupils to come 
forward, children tell us they donôt talk to adults
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Speaking out

ÁProfessionals are largely underestimating the scale 
of the problem . Sexual harassment is largely unrecognised 
or unchallenged by school staff

ÁSchools are dealing with incidents of sexual violence that 
come to their attention as required. However, a wider 
cultural shift is required to tackle sexual harassment 
and online abuse

ÁSchools cannot do it all . Several of our recommendations 
address issues in wider society, such as online abuse, that 
need to be tackled more broadly. 
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Focus groups with children

One HT wrote: ó I annually interview all of Y9 to see howthings 
are going. This year, for the first time, I followed the HMI visit 
lead and sorted each group by gender. The pupilsôresponse to 
the same questions was very interesting: our girls had a very 
different perspective than our boys, and I wish I had done this 
beforeô.
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Relationship sex and health education

ÁChildren felt that the curriculum did not mirror their óreal life 
experiencesô

ÁChildren said they turned to social media or peers to ófill the 
gapsô

ÁOne child saidéé

óôIt should not be our responsibility to educate boys ôô
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Recommendations includeé.

School and college leaders should:

ÁCreate a culture where sexual harassment and online sexual 
abuse are not tolerated, and where they identify issues and 
intervene early to better protect children and young people.

ÁIn order to do this, they should assume that sexual harassment 
and online sexual abuse are happening in their setting, even 
when there are no specific reports, and put in place a whole -
school approach to address them. 
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Recommendations 

This whole school approach should include: 

ÁA carefully sequenced RSHE curriculum 
ÁHigh -quality training for teachers delivering RSHE
ÁRoutine record -keeping and analysis of sexual harassment and sexual violence, 

including online, to identify patterns and intervene early to prevent abuse
ÁRecognition of the needs for a safeguarding response to both victims and 

perpetrators of harmful sexual behaviour
ÁA behavioural approach , including sanctions when appropriate, to reinforce a 

culture where sexual harassment and online sexual abuse are not tolerated
ÁWorking closely with LSPs in the area 
ÁSupport for designated safeguarding l eads (DSLs), such as protected time in 

timetables to engage with LSPs
ÁTraining for all staff (and governors, where relevant)
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Recommendations 4/5

The government should:
ÁTake into account the findings of this review as it develops the Online Safety Bill, so it can strengthen 

safeguarding controls for children and young people to protect them from viewing online 
explicit material and engaging in harmful sexual behaviour using social media platforms

ÁDevelop an online hub where all safeguarding guidance is in one place, with any updates 
clearly visible and ideally made in good time in the school year to aid planning

ÁIn partnership with others:

ÁDevelop a guide that helps children and young people know what might happen next 
when they talk to an adult in school or college about sexual harassment and sexual 
violence, including online sexual abuse

ÁDevelop national training for DSLs 

ÁDevelop resources to help schools and colleges shape their RSHE curriculum

ÁLaunch a communications campaign about sexual harassment and online sexual abuse, 
which should include advice for parents and carers

Slide 28



Full Report

www.gov.uk/government/publications/review -of-sexual-abuse-in-
schools-and-colleges/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-
colleges
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Susie Hargreaves OBE

CEO 

Search óInternet Watch Foundationô



iwf.org.uk

ÅWeôre a not-for-profit/NGO with a 

mission to eliminate online child sexual 

abuse. 

Å Independent of government and law 

enforcement.

Å Partners with Childnet and SWGfL to 

manage the UK Safer Internet Center.

Å For 25 years weôve given people a safe 

place to report child sexual abuse 

imagery, anonymously ïnow in 46 

countries.

Å More than 150 global technology 

companies make up our membership.



iwf.org.uk



//

iwf.org.uk



Å 299,619 reports assessed.

Å 153,383 reports confirmed as child sexual abuse 

imagery: 16% increase from 2019.

Å 44% contained óself-generatedô imagery.

Å Just 0.1% of child sexual abuse material was UK-

hosted. 

Å 77% hosted in the Netherlands. 

Å .com was the most abused Top-Level Domain.

Å 11 to 13-year-old children were most seen age 

group: 64% of all actioned content. 
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iwf.org.uk

Å 77%increase in óself-generatedô child sexual abuse.

Å Affects children aged 7 to 17. 

ÅMost instances show 11 to 13 year old girls.

Å Bedroom or other home setting.

Å Once captured, these images & videos can be 

recirculated for years after they were originally created. 
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iwf.org.uk

Building resilience to the threat of self-

generated sexual abuse of children, thereby 

reducing the number of incidences.

1. Help girls aged 11-13 recognise the actions of 

offenders, feel empowered to block, report & tell 

someone they trust.

2. Raise parental awareness of this criminality 

and motivate and educate them to help protect 

their children.

Funded by IWF, Microsoft and UK Governmentôs Home Office.
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iwf.org.uk

IWF & NSPCC developed Report Remove to 

support a young person in reporting their own 

sexual images or videos for removal from the 

internet.

ÅChildline supports and safeguards the child;

Å The child reports their image/video to IWF through a 

dedicated portal, verifying their age with Yoti.

Å IWF analysts assess the imagery against UK law. A 

criminal image will be removed from internet and 

hashed.

Å Childline contacts the child to provide updates on 

their report.

The process is child-centred; does not identify 

them and ensures the child will not inadvertently be 

criminalised.

Funded by IWF, NSPCC and Facebook.



Search óInternet Watch Foundationô

Contact us:

iwf.org.uk

media@iwf.org.uk

+44 (0) 1223 20 30 30






